Scottish Stonemasons Marks Project Guide to Volunteering

What does the project do?

The project is conducting surveys to identify and record stonemasons’ marks at medieval and later buildings
across Scotland. For more information, have a look at our website at www.masonsmarks.scot

Who can volunteer?

The project is led and conducted entirely by volunteers.

Anyone over 18 can volunteer with the project. Some participate by attending surveys at historic buildings
in their local area. Others volunteer on a more regular basis, attending surveys across a wider geographical
area or participating in the processing of survey records. Both are equally fine.

How much time do | have to give?

The time you commit is entirely up to you and there is no minimum requirement. A survey at a local historic
building can take from one to five days, depending on size of the building and the number of marks found.
Some volunteers get involved with post-survey work, including database entry and archiving. Again, the
time you commit is up to you.

Where can | volunteer?

The project is rolling out surveys across Scotland, through local heritage organisations and by encouraging
participation by individuals and groups who do not usually have opportunities to get involved in heritage.
Do | need any skills to volunteer?

Interest and enthusiasm are the main requirements. New volunteers will initially work with an experienced
member of the team and will be offered training in recording masons’ marks and associated tasks.

I have a health condition/disability — can | volunteer?

The only limitation might be physical access to medieval buildings which may restrict participation for some.
The Project Director has mobility issues and is keen to encourage others with disabilities to participate. You
are welcome to contact us to discuss any limitations you might have, so we can offer you the correct
support.

Health and Safety

A preliminary visit is made to each site before the survey takes place. A Risk Assessment is carried out to
identify any hazards and a safety briefing is made before each survey begins.

What about insurance?

All volunteers are covered by the project’s Public Liability Insurance while participating in surveys and
related tasks.

How do | apply?

You can apply at any time throughout the year. Email us at info@masonsmarks.scot, putting “volunteer” in
the subject line. You are also welcome to contact us to ask any further questions you may have.
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